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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report is based upon data that was processed through Transportation Information and Planning Support System (TRIPS). 
The data is collected monthly from several sources; automated traffic recorders (ATRs), the Washington State Ferry System and the 
Oregon State Department of Transportation. For the site to be considered for this report, the site had to be collecting data in the same 
month for two consecutive years. Processed data is compared collectively to same month during the previous one year to show a two-
year trend.  The comparative analysis before the report is based on three-year data trends. 
 
RURAL 
 
The vehicle volumes for current month (September) of comparable ATRs are up over September 2001 by 4% and 6% over September 
2000. The total volume cumulative for the first nine months at comparable rural sites is up 3% over this time last year and 4.5% over 
data collected in 2000. 
 
URBAN 
 
The vehicle volumes for current month (September) of comparable site data are up over September of 2001 by 4% and 3% over 
September 2000. The total cumulative volume for the first nine months at comparable urban sites is up 2% over this time last year and 
3% over data collected in 2000. 
 
 
COMBINED 
 
As a whole, according to the data collected and reported, the vehicle volumes for all comparable sites (Urban, Rural), January through 
September of 2002, have increased over January through September 2001 by 2% and have increased by 3% when compared to 
January through September of 2000.  
 
 



COMBINED SITES TREND
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This graph shows a three-year trend of “Rural/Urban” sites.  The data was collected from 70 of the same sites each month  
showing a combined Average Daily Traffic trend for three consecutive years. The downward trend in July reflects the normal  
summertime trend associated with motorists taking vacations and less daily commute traffic. 
 
Comparing the combination of Urban and Rural site data shows the same traffic volume trends in comparative sites. The 
fluctuations of vehicle volumes for January through September are normal.   



RURAL SITES TREND
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This graph shows a three-year trend of “Rural” sites.  The data was collected from 52 of the same sites each month  
showing a combined Average Daily Traffic trend for three consecutive years. Six of the sites had no data for September  
due to construction, not enough data collected to report or electronic problems so the volume is from 46 sites only.   
 
The volume of vehicles reported at “Rural” sites is normal from January through September of 2002 on state highways.  
The lowest vehicle count differences occur during February and March, this is due to normal wintertime driving hazards,  
snow, icing conditions, heavy rains and there are fewer days to collect and calculate data. 



URBAN SITES TREND
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This graph shows a three-year trend of “Urban” sites.  The data was collected from 18 of the same sites each month showing 
a combined Average Daily Traffic trend for three consecutive years.  One site did not have data for the month of September.   
The downward trend in July reflects the normal summertime trend associated with motorists taking vacations and less daily  
commute traffic. 
 
The volume of vehicles reported from “Urban” sites is normal from January through September of 2002 on state highways.  
The lowest vehicle count differences occur during February and March, this is due to normal wintertime driving hazards,  
snow, icing conditions, heavy rains and there are fewer days to collect and calculate data. 



SITE VARIANCE OR ANOMALY SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER  
 
This list is a compilation of automated traffic recorder (ATR) sites with unusual and or abnormal traffic patterns for the 
month of September 2002. Included within this list are a site description for each automated traffic recorder site, a short 
statement of the reason for a large variance or anomaly, which occurred, and a conclusion. 
 

• R036 – SR 90 Spokane/Sprague Ave E 
o Additional ramps added.  During construction, site was re-installed and now includes ramp. 

ramp traffic not included in previous years. 
 

• R045 – SR 5 Woodland 
o High increase due to low estimation last year.  This year’s traffic reflects normal flow. 

 
• R081 – SR 182 Pasco 

o High percentage – still believed to be due to increased security at the Hanford site. 
 

• S840 – SR 504 Kidd Valley 
o Last year traffic was lower than normal.  This year’s traffic is more representative of the trend.  Returning to 

normal traffic pattern. 
 

• S502 – SR 520  
o Cannot estimate because last years data loops were moved to different location because of equipment failure, so 

we cannot estimate this year’s data.                                                                                                                                                   
 

• FY05 – SR 160 Fauntleroy Ferry 
o Ferry traffic rerouted from September 21 – October 13 while Fauntleroy and Southworth 

terminals are closed for construction. 
      

• S839 – SR 599 Tukwila 
o The reason for the increase in traffic has not been determined. 
 



DATA SUMMARY - SEPT 2002
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SEPTEMBER VOLUME COMPARISON FOR 2000-2002 
 
 
The volume of vehicles collected and reported for September are: 
 
 

VEHICLE VOLUME FOR SEPTEMBER
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AUTOMATED TRAFFIC DATA COLLECTION REPORT DETAIL 
 
 
The monthly Automated Traffic Data Collection Report is designed to provide reliable data to traffic engineers, state planners, traffic 
operations, other government agencies, regional administrators, the Washington State Patrol, private businesses and the citizens of 
Washington State. This report is administered and produced by the Transportation Data Office of the Washington State Department of 
Transportation. 
This report is comprised of data collected from automated traffic recorders monitored by the ADC section, NW Regional Traffic 
Office, Washington State ferries division, Oregon State when available. The data has been validated and verified for this report; it has 
been processed through the Transportation Information and Planning Support Systems (TRIPS). 
 
The information within this report is:  

• Average Daily Traffic (ADT) 
• ADT compared to previous months for all comparable sites  
• ADT compared to same month previous year  
• Same month Percent Increase/Decrease 
• Maximum Traffic/Maximum Day (by date, day and hour) 
• Last possible month’s percent of difference 
• Missing data in month reported 
• Last year same month 

A legend is supplied for each page of listed site data. 
The codes are: 

• “U” = = unavailable 
• “C” = = construction 
• “E” = = estimated 
• “N” = = new site to system 
• “P” = = pass closed 
• “I” = = partial estimation 
• “Q” = = reported quarterly 

For questions about this report or further site information, please contact the ADC section supervisor at 360-570-2392 or E mail this 
section at tdoadc@wsdot.wa.gov 
 
  

mailto:tdoadc@wsdot.wa.gov






















GLOSSARY 
 
 
URBAN………………………………Of, relating to or constituting in city traffic 
 
 
RURAL……………………………….Of or relating to country traffic  
 
 
COMBINED………………………….Total of urban and rural traffic 
 
 
ATR……………………………………Automated Traffic Recorder 
 
 
ADC……………………………………Automated Data Collection 
 
 
ADT…………………………………….Average Daily Traffic 
 
 
TRIPS………………………………….Transportation Information and Planning Support System 
 
SRMP…………………………………..State Route Mile Post 
 
RECR NUM……………………………Automated Traffic Recorder Number 
 
For answers to any questions about this report and or if you wish to have further a detailed report for one of the sites that the 
Automated Data Collection office (ADC) is currently monitoring, please call Tony Niemi at (360) 570-2392 or Pamela Pope at 
(360)570-2396. 
To obtain classification, length and or speed information please contact the ADC section of the Transportation Data Office at 
tdoadc@wsdot.ws.gov 

mailto:tdoadc@wsdot.wa.gov
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